
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Service for the Worship of God 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 29, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

Gathering Around God’s Word 

 

  Prelude                                                                                                                                                  Jim Pera 

 

  Welcome and Announcements                                                                                  Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong 

 

 *Call to Worship                                                                                                                        Rev. Laura Nile 

One:    In the buds on the trees eager to burst, 

            in the flowers poking their heads out of the dirt, 

All:      we see signs of hope. 
 

One:    In a parent’s anxiety over a lost job or a child’s worry about getting sick, 

            in the loneliness of a loved one quarantined in a nursing home, 

            or a doctor’s  family worried about her safety, 

All:      we find our comfort in God’s love. 

 

One:     In a phone call to check on a neighbor,  

             in a friendly wave to someone across the street, 

             in the words of encouragement we offer to the empty-hearted, 

All:      we discover a sense of peace and possibility. Thanks be to God!  

 

Hymn # 409                                                 “God Is Here”                                              verses 1 and  4 

 

The Hymn is printed below. 

 

Please sing along to verses 1 and 4. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 



 
 

*Prayer of Confession                                                                                                                           in unison 

We are set free by your saving grace, Generous God, yet we must confess how we are still bound.  Our 

pride can make us slow to forgive others.  Our brokenness can make us slow to forgive ourselves.  We 

hurt people by our actions or our apathy. We cling to our fears, for they are so familiar and 

comfortable.  We seem unable to throw off the grave clothes of our habitual sin.  Yet, in every corner 

of our lives, in every shadow we fear, into the cold embrace of death itself, you come with steadfast 

love. In Jesus Christ, you set us free, and we are thankful. 

  (Silence for personal reflection and confession.)   Amen. 



*Assurance of Forgiveness 

 

One: Friends, hear the Good News!  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 We can put our hope in God, for God offers us love that never fades,  

 and life that never ends. 

 

All: Hope, love and grace abide.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 

Response                                                                                                                           Hymn #71, refrain only 

Surely it is God who saves me; 

I will trust and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my strong-hold and my sure defense, 

and God will be my Savior. 

 
 

Hearing God’s Word  

  Prayer for Illumination 

 

  Scripture Reading                                                 John 11:1-16 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one 

who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the 

sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 

it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was 

ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go 

to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you 

going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 

day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because 

the light is not in them.” 
 

After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 

him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been 

speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them 

plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 

him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 

him.” 

 

  Anthem                                                 “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                        Ruth Mappes Whatley 

 

  Scripture Reading                                             John 11:17-27 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 

about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I 

know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.”  Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 

again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 

live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, 

Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

 

  Children’s Time 
 



  Scripture Reading                                               John 11:28-45  

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is 

here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not 

yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that 

she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 

feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 

spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 

see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he 

who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, 

came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 

the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”  

So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I 

knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 

believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead 

man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 

them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 

what Jesus did, believed in him. 

 

 

  Sermon                    “Unbinding Lazarus”                                           Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong 

 

 

   Responding to God’s Word 

*Moment for Meditation 

 

*Hymn #   209                                        “My Song Is Love Unknown”                                         verses 1 and 5 

 

The Hymn is printed below. 

 

Please sing along to verses 1 and 5. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



*Affirmation of Faith                                                                      (Adapted from A Brief Confession of Faith) 

 

In life and death, we belong to God.  We trust in one God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 

worship and serve.  We trust in Jesus Christ.  Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 

pain, and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his 

sinless life, breaking the powers of sin and evil, delivering us from death to eternal life. 

 

We trust in the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit justifies us by grace 

through faith, and sets us free to accept ourselves, and to love God and neighbor.  In gratitude to 

God we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks, and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for 

God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, Come Lord Jesus! 

   

Presentation of Offerings   

 

*Presentation Hymn #223           “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross’                                                 verse 4 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small. 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

  Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

      

*Hymn # 215                                                    “What Wondrous Love Is This?”                     verses 1, 3, and 4 

 

The Hymn is printed below. 

 

Please sing along, omitting verse 2 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Postlude 




