A Service for the Worship of God
Third Sunday After Pentecost
June 21, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.


PREPARATION
Please set out a candle that you can light as we light the Christ Candle during worship.

Gathering Around God’s Word
Prelude

Jim Pera

Welcome and Announcements
Lighting of the Christ Candle

Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong
Josh Sweeney, Director of Children’s Ministries

Call to Worship

based on Zechariah 9:9-12
One: Come and celebrate, people of God!
Sing and shout your praise!
All: For our God comes to us:
triumphant and victorious,
yet gentle and humble of heart.
One: Christ comes, bringing peace,
offering hope and freedom to all who despair.
All: Let’s worship God!

Hymn # 761

“Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”
See next page.

verses 1 and 4

Prayer of Confession
Caring and loving God, we have experienced broken lives made whole, old wounds of alienation
healed over, and tired spirits rejuvenated with new vision. We are grateful for the purpose and
possibilities you have placed before us. Yet, there are times when doubt has overcome hope and
cynicism has replaced dedication. We tend to follow voices in this world that lead toward a
sense of entitlement and selfishness instead of compassion and grace. In your mercy, forgive us,
Lord. Help us let go of the past, that we might move joyfully into the future you envision for us.
(Silence for personal reflection and confession.) Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness
One:

This is the good news: God hears our prayers, our cries, and our hearts.
In Christ, we are forgiven, and offered new life.

All:

In response to this amazing gift, we will forgive others
and seek to live in ways that give witness to God’s love. Amen.

Response to Forgiveness “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”
The organist will play it once. Then we will sing it.

Hymn 645, verse 1

Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation,
The God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation.
With healing balm my soul is filled,
and every faithless murmur stilled:
To God all praise and glory.
Passing of the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Reading

Psalm 86: 1-10, 16-17

Josh Sweeney

Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. Preserve my life, for I am
devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in you. You are my God; be gracious to me, O
Lord, for to you do I cry all day long. Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift
up my soul.
For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you.
Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my cry of supplication. In the day of my trouble I call
on you, for you will answer me. There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there
any works like yours. All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O
Lord, and shall glorify your name.
For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God. Turn to me and be gracious to me;
give your strength to your servant; save the child of your serving girl. Show me a sign of your
favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame, because you, L ORD, have
helped me and comforted me.
Children’s Time
Scripture Reading

Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong
Genesis 21:8-21

Rev. Laura Nile

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was
weaned.
But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her
son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this enslaved woman with her son; for the son of
this woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to
Abraham on account of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the
boy and because of your servant woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is

through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. As for the son of the servant woman, I will
make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.”
So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar,
putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and
wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. When the water in the skin was gone, she cast
the child under one of the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off,
about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And
as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept.
And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said
to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy
where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great
nation of him.” Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the
skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.
God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with
the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of
Egypt.
Matthew 10:29-30
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from
your Creator. And even the hairs of your head are all counted.

Anthem

“ It Is Well with My Soul”
Ruth Whatley, soloist

Sermon

“God’s Future”

by Horatio G. Spafford
Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong

Responding to God’s Word
*Profession of Faith

(Adapted from A Brief Confession of Faith)

In life and death, we belong to God. We trust in one God, the Holy One, whom alone
we worship and serve.
We trust in Jesus Christ. Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain, and
giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating
his sinless life, breaking the powers of sin and evil, delivering us from death to eternal
life.
We trust in the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit
justifies us by grace through faith, and sets us free to accept ourselves, and to love
God and neighbor. In gratitude to God we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks,
and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new
earth, praying, Come Lord Jesus!
Hymn # 435

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”

Presentation of Offerings
If you would like to give online, please go to www.sminster.com/give where you can give once or
set-up a reoccurring monthly offering to the church.

*Presentation Hymn # 582

“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”

verse 1 only

Organist will play it once. Then, the congregation will sing it.
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be Amen.
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Rev. Laura Nile

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn # 753

“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”
See next page.

Benediction
Postlude

