“Why do you stand there, looking up towards heaven?” Acts 1:11

A Service for the Worship of God
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Ascension of the Lord
May 24, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.


PREPARATION
Please set out a candle that you can light as we light the Christ Candle during worship.

Gathering Around God’s Word
Prelude

Jim Pera

Welcome and Announcements

Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong

Lighting of the Christ Candle
Call to Worship
One: :
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Although we are worshiping from different homes today,
we are gathered to give glory to Jesus Christ
who calls us to follow in footsteps of love and mercy.
We are gathered to praise God
who answers the forces of hatred and hurt with the power of grace.
We are gathered to give thanks to the Holy Spirit
who chooses even you and me
to receive and carry the Word of life and hope.
Thanks be to God!

Drew Fisher

Prayer of Adoration and Praise (In Unison)
Gracious God, we praise you that you sent Jesus into this world to teach and embody your
holy love. We are grateful that, through Jesus, you include the likes of us to serve as faithful
disciples. Though Christ is hidden from our sight, enable us to abide in him, by the power of
your Holy Spirit, and to radiate your love. Amen.

Celtic Alleluia

Passing of the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Reading

Ephesians 1:17-21

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when
he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the age to come.
Children’s Time
Scripture Reading

Nancy Birdsong
Acts 1:1-14

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until
the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering, he presented himself alive to them by many
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the
promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore
the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father
has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out
of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in
white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of
James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women,
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
Anthem
Sermon

"Give Me Jesus”
“Why Are You Looking Up There?”

Ruth Whatley, soloist
Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong

Responding to God’s Word
Hymn # 263

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
(See hymn on next page)

verses 1 and 4

Presentation of Offerings
If you would like to give online, please go to www.sminster.com/give where you can give once or
set-up a reoccurring monthly offering to the church.

Presentation Hymn # 246
“Christ is Alive!
Organist will play it once. Then, we all will sing it.

verse 5

Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love and praise.
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn # 265

“Jesus Shall rign Where’er the Sun”
(See hymn on next page)

verses 1, 4 and 5

Benediction
Response to Benediction
Postlude

“God Be With You Till We Meet Again”
Ruth Whatley, soloist

Hymn 541, verse 1

