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Our vision: To be the head, heart, and hands of Jesus Christ,
driven by God’s love for the church and the world beyond.
7001 Far Hills Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45459
937-433-1810 www.sminster.com

A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD
May 15, 2022 Fifth Sunday of Easter

Music Appreciation Sunday
GATHERING
PRELUDE

Jim Pera

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
INTROIT

Gay Amos

“Theme from New World Symphony: Largo”
Bell Choir

by Antonin Dvorak

*CALL TO WORSHIP

One: All-embracing God, give us eyes to recognize your reflection in others.
All: Give us minds to accept and celebrate our differences.
One: Give us hearts big enough to love all your children.
All:

Through the power of your Spirit, transform us and fill us with a love
that overflows into acts of kindness and healing in our world. Amen.

ANTHEM

“Ev'ry Time I Feel the Spirit”

arr. Jack Schrader

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND ADORATION (in unison)
This is the day that you have made, life-giving God. We will rejoice and be glad in it. You take
our endings and make new beginnings. You surprise and astound us in places where we
expected that you were absent. You challenge us to reconsider what is possible. Living Lord,
we praise you, for you are raised by the power of God and there is a new creation, and, by your
grace, we are in it! Alleluia!
(Silence for personal reflection and prayer.)
*RESPONSE

“Celtic Alleluia”

Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
HEARING GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE

Gay Amos
John 13:33-35

CHILDREN’S TIME
ANTHEM
SCRIPTURE
SERMON

Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong
“The Majesty and Glory of Your Name”
Acts 11:1-18
“Getting Out of God’s Way”

by Tom Fettke
Rev. Steve Schumm
Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
*HYMN # 754

“Help Us Accept Each Other”

PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS
Rev. Steve Schumm
If you would like to give online, please go to www.sminster.com/give
where you can give once or set-up a recurring monthly offering to the church.

*PRESENTATION HYMN # 233 “The Day of Resurrection!”

verse 3

Now let the heavens be joyful; let earth its song begin;
the round world keep high triumph and all that is therein.
let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend,
for Christ the Lord has risen, our joy that has no end.
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
ANTHEM

“It Is Well with My Soul”

arr. John Ness Beck

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*HYMN # 366

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

*BENEDICTION

omit verse 4
Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong

*POSTLUDE

Jim Pera
*Please rise in body or spirit.

The flowers were given to the glory of God by Brian and Linda Stephens,
in loving memory of Linda’s father, Norman Dohner.

WELCOME GUEST! We are so glad that you are here to worship with us today! Please consider
filling out a guest card, found in the pew in front of you, on the other side of the member card.
Also, we hope you will stop by our Welcome Center in the Narthex, where someone can greet you
and give you more information about the church.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL
After Children’s Time, children ages 3—8 and 9—11 are invited to go to “Children and Worship”
for the remainder of the service. Each age group will include a Bible lesson.
MUSIC APPRECIATION SUNDAY IS TODAY!
We are so very thankful for the wonderful music provided each Sunday by Ruth, Jim and our

talented vocal choir and bell choir. This Sunday we say ‘Thank You’ with a reception in the
Narthex after today’s worship service. Stop by for a piece of cake and to say thanks to our
wonderful Music Director, Ruth Whatley; our talented Organist, Jim Pera; and to all the musicians
– singers and ringers!
SHARE YOUR GARDEN
We once again have “Share Your Garden” today and May 22. Bring plants you would like to share,
or pick up something for your own yard. Try to put a note on what you bring so that your friends
will know whose Garden they are sharing. Tables will be set up and marked in the Narthex and
Coffee Corner.
GRIEF GROUP
The Grief Group will meet on Thursday, May 19, at noon, in the Coffee Corner. Anyone who has
had a loss is invited to this gathering for fellowship and learning about the grief journey. Please
bring your own lunch. Contact Jane Hancock for more information.
SOCIAL JUSTICE BOOK GROUP
The Social Justice Book Discussion Group will meet on May 20, at 9:00 a.m., in the Adult Lounge.
They will be discussing "The Land is Not Empty" by Sarah Augustine. All are welcome! For more
information, please contact the Church Office at office@sminster.com.
PARENT’S NIGHT OUT
Parent's Night Out is Friday, May 20, from 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. This is an opportunity for parents to
get a free evening out while the children have a fun evening at Southminster. Children can bring
their own sack dinner or fast food. The littlest ones will hang out in the nursery while the older
kids (usually three years old and up) play in the CFC. Please sign up through the website or by
contacting the office before May 18
ADULT EDUCATION CLASS “RECKLESS LOVE”
Join us for this six-week book study, facilitated by Steve Davis, on Sunday mornings starting on
May 8, from 11:15-12:15 p.m. and by Gay Amos, starting at May 10, at 10:30 a.m.
GRADUATION SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 2022
On Sunday June 5, we will be recognizing our 2022 graduates. If a member of your family has
graduated (high school, college, grad school) this year and would like to be recognized, please
contact Josh at josh@sminster.com by May 27. Please include a picture, their name, school,
degree, and future plans (if applicable).

LEADING IN WORSHIP
Jim Pera, Organist
Ruth Whatley, Director of Music
Gay Amos, Liturgist
Rev. Steve Schumm, Associate Pastor
Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong, Pastor/Head of Staff
Sharon Boyko and Scott Stout, Ushers
Bob & Dottie Eggers, Lana Ellinger and Tom Novak, Greeters
Stream Team:
Each Sunday, various members of this group manage the livestream, sound, and slides:
Ken and Darlene Irwin, Ryan and Cindy Battelle, Ralph and Kate Adkins,
Linda Wiggers, Todd Hall, and Karen Nitsch,
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