A Service for the Worship of God
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.




PREPARATION
Please set out a candle that you can light as we light the Christ Candle during worship.
If possible, find a rock (any size or shape) and put it beside your candle.

Gathering Around God’s Word
Jim Pera

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong

Lighting of the Christ Candle
Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
Unison:

We do not live by our own strength alone, but draw life from God.
God is our root, deeply planted and firmly established.
God anchors all of life,
and without God, there is no life.
Let us join in worship, listening for guidance
and trusting in a divine love that holds us close to our Creator’s heart.
Praise the Lord!

Rev. Laura Nile
Ruth Whatley

Hymn # 386

“Come, Worship God” (Psalm 95)

Prayer of Adoration and Praise (In Unison)

verses 1 and 4

Ruth Whatley

God of tender mercy, in your Spirit, all the earth’s children find welcome, shelter and peace.
Knowing that we are held close to your heart, we may sometimes still be distressed or
anxious, but we know that we need not despair. Through the healing and liberating love of
Jesus Christ, thank you for showing us who you are and who we can be. As we see you in
Jesus, may we live in such a way that others see Christ through us. Amen.

Celtic Alleluia

Passing of the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Rev. Laura Nile

Hearing God’s Word
Anthem

"His Eye Is on the Sparrow"
Ruth Whatley, soloist

Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong

Children’s Time
Scripture Reading

Civilla Durfee Martin

1 Peter 2:2-10

Rev. Laura Nile

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight,
and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I
am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will
not be put to shame.”
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes them
stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they
were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Hymn 703

Sermon

“Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me”

verses 1 and 2

“Living Stones”
Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong
At the end of the sermon,
Ruth Whatley will sing Hymn # 701, “Lord, Prepare Me.”
The congregation will then sing it with her twice.
(SEE NEXT PAGE.)

Responding to God’s Word
(Adapted from A Brief Confession of Faith)

*Affirmation of Faith

In life and death, we belong to God. We trust in one God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ. Jesus was crucified,
suffering the depths of human pain, and giving his life for the sins of the world. God
raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the powers of sin
and evil, delivering us from death to eternal life.
We trust in the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit
justifies us by grace through faith, and sets us free to accept ourselves, and to love God
and neighbor. In gratitude to God we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks, and to
live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, Come Lord Jesus!
Presentation of Offerings
If you would like to give online, please go to www.sminster.com/give where you can give once or
set-up a reoccurring monthly offering to the church.
Presentation Hymn # 246
“Christ is Alive!
Organist will play it once. Then, we all will sing it.

verse 5

Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love and praise.
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Rev. Laura Nile

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn # 546

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”

omit verse 3

Benediction
Response to Benediction
Postlude

“God Be With You Till We Meet Again”
Ruth Whatley, soloist

Hymn 541, verse 4

