Southminster Presbyterian Church
7001 Far Hills Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 937-433-1810 www.sminster.com

Easter Sunday
A Service for the Worship of God
In Celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord
April 12, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.

PREPARATION:
If possible, please have a candle that you can light
as we light the Christ Candle during worship.
You might want to put out a few spring flowers, too.
GATHERING
PRELUDE

Jim Pera

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Rev. Laura Nile

CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
All:
Christ is risen, indeed!
One:
Our long journey through the darkness is over.
All:
We have danced into the light of Jesus’ resurrection.
One:
No more do we need to fear!
All:
Jesus lives in our hearts and our spirits.
One:
The risen Christ calls us to be a source of hope and joy for others.
All:
Alleluia! Amen.
HYMN # 232

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”

(omit verse 3)

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND PRAISE

in unison

Holy God, we give you thanks for the joy of the Resurrection. Hallelujahs rise from our lips
to greet the risen Christ. We praise you that the tomb of death could not contain the
Redeemer of life. With your love in our hearts, our anxieties and burdens are transformed,
the boulders that once seemed immovable are pushed aside, and hope is born anew. In
gratitude for your gift of abundant life, we will seek to enter into the adventure of
resurrection-living with compassion and Christ-like love. Amen.
CELTIC ALLELUIA

PASSING THE PEACE
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
HEARING GOD’S WORD
ANTHEM
Join Ruth in the chorus:

“Lord of the Dance”

Ruth Whatley

Dance then, wherever you may be;
I am the Lord of the Dance said he,
And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he.
CHILDREN’S SONG

“Jesus Loves Me”

CHILDREN’S TIME

“The Grinch Who Stole Easter”

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
GOSPEL READING

Nancy and Laura
Rev. Laura Nile

John 20:1-18

HYMN # 245

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today!”

verses 1 and 4

SERMON

“ Dandelions for Easter ”

Rev. Dr. Nancy R. Birdsong

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
ANTHEM

“I Know that My Redeemer Liveth”
Beth Menke Miller, soloist

Handel

PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS
PRESENTATION HYMN # 118
“The Day of Resurrection”
(The organist will play the verse once. Then, we will sing it.)

verse 3

Now let the heavens be joyful,
Let earth the song begin,
Let the round world keep triumph,
And all that is therein;
Let all things seen and unseen
Their notes of gladness blend,
For Christ the Lord is risen,
Our joy that hath no end.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
HYMN # 238

“Thine is the Glory”

verses 1 and 2

BENEDICTION AND EASTER GREETING
One:
All:
One:
All:

Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Christ is risen!
Alleluia! Amen!

ANTHEM

“Hallelujah!” from Messiah”

Handel

POSTLUDE

A Letter to Our Guests
Welcome! We are so glad you have chosen to worship with us for this Easter service. On
this joyful day, we celebrate the gift of resurrection not only as a promise of life after death,
but also as a promise that we can live a new life in Christ right now. What brings us
together at Southminster Presbyterian Church is a common journey of faith that inspires us
to follow the path of Christ in service and in love.
Until the virus is gone and we are able to be close to one another again, we can’t do things
quite the way we usually do at Southminster. However, we continue to worship God, to reach
out in love to others, and to stay connected in every way that we can. This is who we are as a
family of faith:
We are a mission-oriented community. We are at our best when we are working to make life
better for those who are struggling.
We are a learning community, offering a variety of opportunities for learning and conversation
for all ages.
We are a fellowshipping community. We love to laugh and play, and of course eat together …
and we are good at all three!
We are a worshiping community. We value our time together in the sanctuary on Sunday
mornings. The beautiful harmonies of the choir, the prayers of the people, and the preaching of
the gospel inspire us weekly.
We are a welcoming community. Whatever your background or circumstance, you are welcome
here. We are richer for our diversity, and your presence among us is a blessing.
Worship services are on Sundays at 10 am.
We will continue livestreaming services until we are able to be together again.

