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Maundy Thursday
Tenebrae Service

April 9, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.
Preparation: At home, please put out bread and a small cup of juice for your own communion, and if
possible, have a candle that you can light when we light the Christ Candle in the Sanctuary.
The Service of Tenebrae is one of the oldest traditions of the Christian Church. The word “tenebrae”
is a Latin word meaning “darkness” or “shadow.” As the service unfolds with seven readings, the
candles are extinguished one by one until only one candle remains. At the end of the service, in
observation of the approach of Good Friday, we will remove the Christ Candle.
The readings are a retelling of the story of Jesus’ journey to the Cross, based on the four Gospels.
PRELUDE

Jim Pera

WELCOME

Rev. Dr. Nancy Birdsong

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Rev. Laura Nile

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: This is a day to remember.
All: We remember the Passover Jesus shared with the disciples
One: and the new covenant of broken bread and cup.
All: We remember Jesus washing his disciple’s feet
One: and his commandment to love one another.
All: We remember his night alone in the garden in prayer,
One: his arrest, his trial, his suffering, and the denial of his friend.
All: We remember and thank God for Jesus’ presence with us then and with us now.
HYMN #218

“Ah, Holy Jesus”
(verses 1 and 5)
Please join us in singing verses 1 and 5 of the hymn below.

Ruth Whatley

I.
READING
ANTHEM

PREPARATION FOR PASSION
II.
Laura Nile, Nancy Birdsong and Nate Ziepfel
“What Wondrous Love is This?”

EXTINGUISHING OF THE FIRST CANDLE

Ruth Whatley

II. BETRAYAL

READING
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

Christ Jesus, in your presence we discover who we are. You wash our feet, and we learn how
reluctant we are to serve one another. Even as you prepare to give yourself for the sake of the
world, we are still seeking promotions and possessions. Forgive us and bring us to your table of
grace where we find healing and hope. When we are tempted to deny you, help us to follow Jesus
in the path of loving service and sacrifice.
Silent Prayer of Confession… Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
One:
All:

Hear the Good News! God has come in Jesus Christ,
to fill us with hope and bathe us in grace and mercy.
In Christ, we are forgiven and invited to a new way of living.
We will do our best to bring hope where despair resides;
to be servants of those who are broken; and to love as God loves us.

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS

(Last verse of “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”)

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.
EXTINGUISHING OF THE SECOND CANDLE

READING
HYMN #503

III. REMEMBRANCE
“Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation”
Please join us in singing verses 1 and 3
of the hymn below.

verses 1 and 3

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Tonight, we are symbolically gathering around the table
as we share the sacrament in community while still in our separate homes.
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP
EXTINGUISHING OF THE THIRD CANDLE

IV. PRAYER AND ANGUISH
READING
HYMN 220

“Go to Dark Gethsemane”
Please join us in singing
the first verse of the hymn below.

verse 1

EXTINGUISHING OF THE FOURTH CANDLE
V. ARREST AT GETHSEMANE
READING

PRAYER
HYMN 221

“O Sacred Head Now Wounded”

EXTINGUISHING OF THE FIFTH CANDLE
VI. ACCUSATION AND CONDEMNATION
READING

verses 1 and 3

HYMN #223

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

EXTINGUISHING OF THE SIXTH CANDLE

READING

VII. DENIAL

all verses

ONE CANDLE
At the end of the seventh reading, one light remains: the light of Christ which can never again be
extinguished. In that light, we find forgiveness, fellowship and hope even in the darkest times.
SILENT MEDITATION
ANTHEM

“Were You There?”

Ruth Whatley

REMOVAL OF THE CHRIST CANDLE and LEAVING IN SILENCE
As we move from Maundy Thursday to Good Friday, we are reminded of Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross
and his three days in the tomb.
At the end of tonight’s service, the Christ Candle will be removed, and the service will end in silence to
remind us of the darkness ahead.

If you lit a Christ Candle, please take it to another room,
leaving the room where you worshiped in darkness for a few moments.

