Southminster Presbyterian Church

A Service for the Worship of God
Third Sunday After Epiphany
January 24, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.
PREPARATION
We invite you to light your Christ Candle at home as we light it during worship.
Gathering Around God’s Word
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Lighting of the Christ Candle

Rev. Laura Nile Tuell
Lois Thorp

Call to Worship
One: We gather around the words of Christ:
All: “Come, and follow me.”
One: We gather around the voice of the Spirit:
All: “Come, and follow me.”
One: Let us worship God together
All: and follow Christ into the world.
Hymn # 415

“Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”

omit verse 4

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Lois Thorp
O Holy God, you called the disciples to drop their nets and follow you, yet we are hesitant to
drop the tools and comforts of our lives. We distract ourselves from your call with busyness,
stress, and worry. We tangle ourselves in a web of racism, sexism, and hatred that disguises itself
as fear. Forgive us, O Lord, and by your forgiveness, open our ears to hear your voice saying to
us, “Follow me.”
(Silence for personal reflection and confession) Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness
One:
Hear the good news—God is our deliverance.
All:
God alone is our rock, our salvation, and our fortress. We shall never be
shaken.
One:
God has heard the confessions pouring out of our hearts and God has
forgiven us.
All:
Thanks be to God our refuge.
Response to Forgiveness #582 “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”

verse 1

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and every shall be. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
Hearing God’s Word
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading

Lois Thorp
Psalm 62:5-12

For God alone my soul waits in silence,
for my hope is from the Lord.
God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
On God rests my deliverance and my honor;
my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.
Trust in God at all times, O people;
pour out your heart before the Lord;
God is a refuge for us.
Those of low estate are but a breath,
those of high estate are a delusion;
in the balances they go up;
they are together lighter than a breath.
Put no confidence in extortion,
and set no vain hopes on robbery;

if riches increase, do not set your heart on them.
Once God has spoken;
twice have I heard this:
that power belongs to God,
and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord.
For you repay to all
according to their work.
Children’s Time
Anthem

Rev. Laura Nile Tuell
“Down to the River to Pray”
Vocal Ensemble

Scripture Reading

Mark 1:14-20

arr. Mary McDonald

Rev. Laura Nile Tuell

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in
the good news.”
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make
you fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the
nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
men, and followed him.
Sermon

“Who Are You Following?”

Rev. Laura Nile Tuell

Responding to God’s Word
Hymn # 726

“Will You Come and Follow Me”

Presentation of Offerings

verses 1,2,4
Josh Sweeney

Presentation Hymn # 609 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia.
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Affirmation of Faith
Confession of Belhar, 10.7, 10.9
We believe:
• that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true
peace among people
• that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the
destitute, the poor and the wronged

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

that God calls the church to follow God in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed
and gives bread to the hungry
that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind
that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows and
blocks the path of the ungodly
that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their
suffering
that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right
that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which
implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any
form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an
ever-flowing stream
that the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely
against injustice and with the wronged
that in following Christ the church must witness against all the powerful and privileged
who selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others.

We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to
do all these things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and
punishment and suffering be the consequence. Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory for ever and ever.
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Josh Sweeney

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn # 836

“Abide With Me”

Benediction

verses 1,3,5
Rev. Laura Nile Tuell

Postlude
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